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Words of comfort to parents about homework

Almost two-thirds of Canadians feel par-
entz don't have enough knowledgs to
halp their childran with homeswaork, Al-
though parentz may not be able to cops
with the homeawork themasalves, 93 per
cant of Canadians belisve
that homewark “i= an impar-
tant part of schooling,” ac-
cording to a national sursey

Canadian Council on Learm-
ing.

But iz parentz’ inability to
provide homework assistance a serious
problemn? The short answer is no, ac-
cording to Or. Paul Cappon, Prasident
and GED of the GOL.

Homework iz dasigned to be done with-
ot the azsistance of the teacher or par-
gntz. It should help students practice
ana aolidify newly acquired concspts
and skillz, or apply ones that are already
well-honed. Students shouldn't e prac-
ticing something independsntly IF they
haven't mastered the skill or concept
well encugh to avioid making mistakes
again and again. Whan homsworl: is too
hard, it becomes counter-productive
and itz valus for the student iz lost.

But, Dr. Cappon says, parents should
taks heart. They can make a contribu-
tion 1o their children's schoolworls, even
without expertice in specific subjscts.
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Hera are four ways to helo:
= Watch for signs that your children ars
expariencing unusual degrees of diffi-
culty. If a child needs help undsr-
standing or completing the work as-
signed by the teachsr, it may mean
the concepts haven't besn mas-

MG tered in clazs. The best way a par-
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i =nit can assist a struggling student

is to talk to the teachsr. Ideally, all

thres parties—the studsnt, the

parent and the tsacher—wil be

imvaled in finding soluticna to a
student's challenges.

= Taks an interest in vour children’s
sohoohwork and acknowledge the &f-
fort they have devoted to complste
their assignments, at home and in
school.

= Ensure that homewaork: time iz estab-
izhed and rezpected within the famiky
schedule.

« Healp your children develop good wiork
habits, manage their time and zet pri-
orities, so they can addrass home-
work azsignments in a disciplined
mannar and avoid last-minuts panics.

This arficle iz excapied Fom an arficle

by O FPaul Canpon, Frasident or the

G‘Gf_ The reoort can be found at

e . ool
ood. Clﬁ.-c-\.r_p Mewercom Articles/20081026parenta

i

abouthomewaork_him

Or by email info@peopleforeducation.com



