spite the presence of ESL
students in many of Ontario’s
classrooms. The new ESL pol-
icy suggests that it would be
beneficial for teachers, particu-
larly in urban schools, to
acquire ESL training, but it
doesn’t make it mandatory.

New requirements for
reporting

A number of school boards
report they spend a substantial
portion of their ESL funding on
things like school maintenance.

what schools told us...

“We only have staff to
accommodate |5 students,
however, we have approximately
250 students who should be
receiving ESL assistance.”
An elementary school in
Toronto DSB

“..we have |5 identified ESL
students, and a further 80 of our
students were born in Canada but
came to school not speaking

With this year’s funding, the
province added a transparency
requirement — for the first time,
boards will have to report pub-
licly on exactly how they spend
their ESL money. This may be
a first step in ensuring that
sufficient ESL funding is avail-
able for Ontario’s newcomer
students.

English. Even so, we only have
one half-time ESL teacher.”
An elementary school in Durham DSB

“We have an increase of students
needing support. We carved out
some support last year with
creative timetabling, but we were
unable to do so this year.”
An elementary school in Toronto
DSB with 75 ESL students and no
ESL teacher

The full report is available at www.peopleforeducation.com.

People for Education is a registered charity working to support public education
in Ontario’s English, French and Catholic schools.
P.O. Box 64, Station P, Toronto, Ontario M5S 256

phone: 416-534-0100

e-mail: p4e@peopleforeducation.com

fax: 416-536-0100
website: www.peopleforeducation.com
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language support for
newcomer students

Each year, Ontario receives

well over 100,000 immigrants.

One third are under the age of
19, and three-quarters from
countries where English is not
the first language.

Recent data from Statistics
Canada shows that more than
one quarter of Ontario’s popu-
lation is foreign-born — the
highest proportion of all 10
provinces and the highest in
Ontario's history.

Many, if not most, immigrants
come to Canada in search of a

ESL in Ontario schools in
2008

O More than one third of all
immigrants are school-age.

O Nearly half of secondary schools
report they have ESL students —
but only one-third have ESL
teachers.

O Some urban/suburban schools
report that over 90% of their
students require ESL support.

O 48% of elementary schools with
ESL students have no ESL
teacher.

brighter future for their chil-
dren. But in Ontario there re-
mains a wide gap between the
percentage of students who
require English language sup-
port and the per cent actually
receiving it.

Supports don’t match need
There have been increases in
funding for English as a Sec-
ond Language programs over
the last five years, and some
of that increase is reflected in
slight improvements in the
percentage of schools with
ESL teachers this year, buta
disconnect remains — between
what is needed and what
boards are able to provide.

ESL students and the
Grade 10 Literacy Test
To graduate from high school
in Ontario, all students must
pass either the Grade 10 Liter-
acy Test or an equivalent Lit-
eracy course in Grade 12. For
students who speak English as
a second language, this is a
challenge. One third of ESL
students in 2007 chose to de-
fer their test. Of the ESL stu-

dents who wrote the test, only
52% passed. Advocates for
ESL students continue to raise
concerns that the test contains
colloquial language and
knowledge that is difficult for
new English-speakers to un-
derstand, particularly as they
are not allowed to use diction-
aries to translate.

New ESL policy falls short
In the fall of 2007, in response
to recommendations from,
among others, the provincial
Auditor General, the Commu-
nity Social Planning Council
of Toronto, the Atkinson
Foundation and People for
Education, the Ministry of
Education released new ESL
policy. The new ESL policy
provides guide-lines and rec-
ommendations, but it is not
mandatory. The policy:

= states that students should
continue to receive ESL sup-
port until they are able to
function academically in Eng-
lish, but does not provide
funding beyond four years;

« recommends students
achieve an acceptable stan-
dard of English before ESL
supports are removed, but it
does not define what that ac-

Elementary Schools with ESL Students

and No ESL Teacher

55%
53%
51%
50% ”
41% 4% 45%
45% 145% |
40%
35% [34% ]
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30%
25% T T T T
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ceptable standard might be;

= notes that there are some
newcomer students with
much higher needs than other
immigrant students: these
students arrive as refugees,
some from war-torn countries
and some never having at-
tended school. They may not
be literate in any language.
The policy acknowledges
their different needs, but it
does not provide any differen-
tiated funding to meet them;
and

= states that all ESL funding

should be spent on ESL pro-
grams, but doesn’t mandate it.

Few new teachers with
ESL training

Most regular classroom teach-
ers have no ESL training, de-





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



